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Stumbling blocks to harmonious coexistence: Despisement and

expulsion in egalitarian culture
Tomoko Tkegami (Osaka City University)

(20154E5 A 6 H52A%, 20154E6 A 28 H%#)

This article discusses the obstacles to the realization of harmonious coexistence in a human society that

purportedly advocates egalitarianism. Focusing on the issues regarding sexual minorities and empirical

studies on the prejudice against them, the author argues that simplistic egalitarianism does not work well

when the acceptance of dissimilar others, who embrace a totally different mentality and orientation, is asso-

ciated with threats to one’s established values and worldviews constituting the very basis of one’s identity.

Among people with such a rigid sense of identity, this evokes despisement and the desire for expulsion of

the minority group. The author concludes that restructuring one’s identity is a promising way to solve the

problem.
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